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Getting Started in Container Gardening 
 
If you enjoy gardening but lack the 

necessary area, don't despair; gardening is not 
necessarily out of your reach. You may build 
container gardening in any available space in 
your home, such as a balcony, patio, deck, or 
sunny window, which will not only bring you 
delight but also veggies. So, are you ready to 
get your hands dirty with container gardening? 

 
Gardening was once solely the domain of the 

landowner. Even a flat dweller can now develop 
his dream garden without any effort. Container 
gardening, or gardening in a specific container, 
can make one's desire come true. Container 
gardening provides scenic joys without the 
need for weekly mowing. Perennials, annuals, 
and even shrubs and small trees can be grown 
in containers. 

 
I don't believe container gardening is a 

simple task. Container gardening, like regular 
gardening, necessitates careful planning. 
Finding your USDA zone (which will help you 
discover the appropriate plant type for your 
zone), the quantity of daylight you receive in 
your apartment, and lastly choosing your 
favorite plant species are all part of the 
planning process. 

 
Unless you have ideal conditions for indoor 

seedlings, it is always best to acquire plants 
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from a nearby nursery. Container gardening 
plants should not be left outside in 
temperatures below 45° F or in strong winds. 
Furthermore, you should not keep the fresh 
plants outside all night to avoid frost damage. 

 
There is a misconception that all plants that 

grow in the ground will not grow in containers. 
That is not the case. If you're unsure about 
something, try it out. Furthermore, any 
container with drainage holes can be utilized 
for container planting. 

 
In the beginning, container gardening does 

not necessitate a large financial investment. 
However, it requires little care and provides a 
high level of happiness. Container gardening 
only necessitates a small amount of fertilizer 
and water, depending on the needs of the 
plants. 

 
As far as container gardening goes, there are 

various vegetable varieties that may be grown 
in pots. Only sunlight and water are required 
for this type of vegetable plant. Having these 
two items on hand will make it much easier to 
procure fresh vegetables for your ratatouille or 
salad. Serving these varieties nurtured by your 
own hands to your valued friends will give you 
even more delight. 

 
Don't worry if you don't have a balcony or a 

deck. Get your landlord's approval for window 
boxes, a type of modern container gardening. 
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Many blooming annuals and indoor vegetables 
can be grown year-round in your sunny 
window. Community gardens are a different 
form of garden that will gratify city dwellers. 

 
Since you've entered autumn, there's no 

reason to stop container gardening. However, 
you can continue container gardening by 
choosing plants that can withstand frost. 
Eulalia grasses, Mexican feather grass, 
Cornflowers, Lavender cottons, Jasmine, 
Million bells, Stonecrops, and other common 
frost-resistant plant kinds include Eulalia 
grasses, Mexican feather grass, Cornflowers, 
Lavender cottons, Jasmine, Million bells, 
Stonecrops, and others. 

 
You can replant to meet the conditions to 

extend the life of your garden from early spring 
to fall. You can also contact some of America's 
greatest gardeners via the internet for design 
ideas for your container gardening. They offer 
instructions on how to care for and choose 
pots, as well as how to grow succulents, roses, 
and bulbs in containers. 
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Container Gardening Tips For Newbies 
 
Container gardens create a natural haven 

along city streets, rooftops, and verandas. With 
jovial and colorful pots of annuals, you may 
enhance the welcoming appearance of a deck 
or patio. Plant climbing bloomers or fragrant 
roses of various colors in your window boxes. 
Pots can be arranged close each other instead 
of placing plants in a bed arrangement, 
allowing for nice-looking gardens to blossom 
even in the tiniest of spaces. 

 
Look for a variety of colors that complement 

each other, as well as diverse heights and 
quality. When upgrading your outdoor space, 
the more variety you include in the plants you 
choose, the more combinations you can 
achieve. For your growing season to be 
abundant, choose a variety of selections with 
distinct bloom cycles. 

 
Container gardening can be used in a variety 

of ways to preserve and experiment with food. 
Even if you don't use discarded porcelain 
bowls, the simple concept of growing plants in 
pots or urns alongside other artifacts gives you 
a fresh look at container gardening. 

 
Containers allow you to view your favorite 

color almost anywhere. Visitors could also be 
greeted by a set of front door stairwells. Pots 
used properly and creatively can really help to 
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create a warm and orderly effect. Just keep 
reading to learn how to combine and arrange 
pots to get the most out of your container 
gardening endeavor. 

 
If you have a large property with a 

magnificent front door and plenty of room, 
flower pots arranged in a random pattern on 
one side of the door usually looks better than 
two pots of the same design and size on both 
sides. Pots, like perennials, have more aesthetic 
value when they are in odd numbers rather 
than the same. A single pot in the ideal location 
looks great. But if you put another pot next to 
it, whether it's the same size or not, the setup 
will be ruined. If you add a third pot, it will re-
create its original beauty. Three pots with the 
same design, or three pots with different 
designs, have a mysterious beauty to them. The 
pleasant-looking odd numbers with 
arrangement conceal a mystery. It's a very 
amazing fact. 

 
To have the greatest looking garden 

container, all it takes is a creative mind that is 
willing to make the most of pots, plants, and a 
minimal space.  
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Starting A Container Garden 
 
A container garden makes perfect sense for 

people who live in apartments, city dwellers, or 
residences with no outdoor yard area and only 
a small balcony or patio. Your garden can be 
built with beautiful color and scent variance 
regardless of the size of your space. 

 
The first step is to select your garden's 

containers. Surprisingly, you can use almost 
anything in a container garden. Old bathtubs, 
washtubs, whiskey barrels, glass jars, kitchen 
bowls, ceramic pots, watering cans, and so on 
are all excellent possibilities for container 
gardens. You're good to go as long as the 
container can handle soil, plants, and water. 

 
The type of container you choose for a 

container garden must have a suitable drain 
hole in the bottom. If not, crisscross two strips 
of masking or duct tape on the bottom, and 
then drill through the middle with a little drill, 
carefully working your way outward until the 
size is roughly one inch in diameter. Then, 
before adding soil to the container, we 
recommend putting broken potshards or gravel 
in the bottom to hold the soil in place, 
especially during watering. 

 
Wooden containers are a popular alternative 

for container gardens. In this scenario, make 
sure the container is made of good wood, 
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otherwise you could end up with a serious case 
of wood rot. Furthermore, avoid using 
prepared wood at all costs. The wood has been 
treated with preservatives, which can leach into 
the soil and harm plants. If you insist on using 
wood, go with redwood or cedar, both of which 
are good choices. 

 
You should also have a good time designing 

your container garden. Many colorful items or 
sculptures can be found around the house or 
garage that would be ideal for enhancing the 
appearance of your garden. If not, instead of 
spending a lot of money, you may go to a local 
thrift store and look for containers and 
trinkets. You can create a classy design, 
something Victorian, a rustic country style, or a 
bright and whimsical garden with a container 
garden. 

 
The soil is another key part of the container 

garden. Because you'll be planting in a small 
space, soil from your yard should suffice, but 
you could want to invest in a bag of decent soil, 
which should cost less than $5. The reason for 
this is that purchased soil gives a cleaner 
combination that is disease and weed free. 
When reporting any of the plants, keep in mind 
that you should never reuse the soil from the 
containers. 

 
The growth mixture for container gardening 

is also designed to allow water to drain fast. 
This is critical in order to keep roots moist 
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without allowing the plants to stay in soaking 
wet soil, which can lead to root rot and other 
diseases. You should also examine the plants 
you grow, as some may require different 
nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium balances. 
Simply leave two inches between the top of the 
soil and the top of the container. 

 
Fertilizer is necessary because the soil in 

your container garden is designed to drain fast. 
The lighter the soil, the more frequently you 
will need to fertilize, is a fair rule of thumb. We 
recommend using a liquid fertilizer that has 
been diluted. Liquid seaweed and fish emulsion 
are two of the greatest solutions for healthy 
fruits and vegetables, as well as colorful 
flowers. However, keep in mind that different 
plants have varied nutritional requirements, so 
try to get ones that have the same. 

 
Container gardens typically require five to 

six hours of direct sunlight every day. Now, if 
you want to produce carrots or beets, you'll 
need more, and fruits like tomatoes and 
cucumbers would require even more. This 
would depend on the type of flower being 
grown in the case of flowers. In this instance, 
the best alternative is to read the sunshine 
requirements for plants before purchasing 
flowers that meet those requirements. 

 
If you want to cultivate flowers in your 

container garden, the fun part now begins with 
choose which flowers to plant. Despite the fact 
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that there are practically hundreds of options 
available to you, the following are some of our 
suggestions: 

 
Browallia — Aesthetically pleasing 

upward-facing chalices. These desert bluebells 
thrive in a variety of environments. 
Furthermore, these flowers are lovely as focal 
points or filler plants. 

 
Coleus - This houseplant has beautiful 

bronze, white copper, gold, yellow, red, pink, 
and purple leaves. Coleus are a great addition 
to any container garden because they are hardy 
and sturdy. 

 
Impatiens - Impatiens flowers are little but 

numerous. Each bloom is distinguished by a 
deeper petal edge that shimmers with a 
stunning coral, peach, and pink color. 

 
Periwinkle — This flower is almost 

disease- and pest-free. The best part is that it 
easily reseeds itself. The blossoms are a lovely 
white and pink tint, and they provide a soft 
touch of color to your garden. 

 
Snapdragons - Snapdragons are extremely 

popular. These flowers provide a magnificent 
carpet of color with vivid yellow, orange, pink, 
and red if you have a container garden that can 
support some height. 
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Black-Eyed Susan – These flowers are 
actually fast-growing vines that produce 
stunning yellow, orange, and white blossoms 
with solid eyes, hence the name. They're 
perfect for container gardens. 

 
Keep in mind that these flower suggestions 

are only a few things you might want to think 
about. The best part about a container garden 
is that you can do whatever you want. Choose 
flowers, plants, veggies, herbs, or fruits that 
you enjoy once you've chosen on a container 
and soil. You'll be surprised at how satisfying a 
container garden can be. 
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Plant Flower Bulbs For Beautiful 

Container Gardening 
 
Flower bulbs, as a group, are exceptional 

plants—colorful, beautiful, and often simple to 
cultivate in containers. Many have evergreen 
foliage; others have leaves that ripen after 
flowering and are kept and begun over and 
over again. Some flower bulbs are hardy, while 
others are fragile; nonetheless, what is and is 
not hardy in a particular place is determined by 
winter temperature averages. Tender types—
tuberous begonias, gloxinias, and calla lilies—
can be treated like summer in container 
gardens in cold climates. This provides the 
gardener with a wide range of plants to 
cultivate from early spring through late fall. 

 
Crocus, snowdrops, eranthis or winter 

aconites, chionodoxas, scillas, grape hyacinths, 
leucojums or snowflakes, Dutch hyacinths, 
daffodils, and tulips, the glory of northern 
spring gardens, are among the Dutch flower 
bulbs. They are sturdy, although they are not 
suited to garden containers outside where 
temperatures fall well below freezing. They 
must be protected by a shed, unheated cellar, 
or cold frame. Gardening Pots can also be 
buried into a trench in the ground and covered 
with a thick blanket of marsh hay or straw for 
the winter. Dutch flower bulbs can be placed 
outside in gardening pots over the winter in 
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areas where temperatures do not fall below 
freezing. 

 
Each fall, start with fresh, firm, large-sized 

flower bulbs for the finest results in a container 
garden. Use a light soil with bone meal in the 
bottom of each garden pot to provide proper 
drainage. To prevent rapid drying out in clay 
pots, immerse them in damp peat moss 
throughout the rooting phase. If this happens 
too frequently, the roots may be damaged and 
the blossoms will be poor. When the weather 
permits and the risk of freezing has passed, 
move your container garden outside where it 
will flower or into a nursery row until it reaches 
the bud stage. After blooming, relocate your 
container garden to a location where the foliage 
can ripen undetected. 

 
Concentrate on Dutch hyacinths for aroma, 

which are ideal for bedding big planter boxes or 
raised beds. Daffodils look great when paired 
with trees or huge shrubs, such as birches and 
forsythias. Tulips, with their formal 
appearance, work well in container gardens 
with pansies, violas, wall flowers, forget-me-
nots, marguerites, English daisies, and annual 
candytuft. 

 
As previously stated, Dutch flower bulbs 

cannot be potted or planted in small window 
boxes and left outside unprotected for the 
winter in cold climates. They can, however, be 
planted in huge planters and boxes that are 
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deep and wide enough to hold a lot of soil. The 
garden pots should be 1.5 to 2 feet deep and 2 
feet broad. Plant flower bulbs with at least six 
inches of soil above them in the fall, early 
enough for root growth before the soil freezes 
hard. Dutch bulbs have been successfully 
cultivated in penthouse gardens in New York 
City in this manner, although there is always a 
risk. It makes little difference if garden pots are 
constructed of wood, concrete, or another 
material; what matters is how much soil they 
hold. 

 
The pressure and counterpressure exerted 

by frost on the sides of containers, which are 
firm and do not give, is what injures flower 
bulbs, not the freezing of the soil (which occurs 
in open ground), but the pressure and 
counterpressure exerted by frost on the sides of 
containers, which are firm and do not give. As a 
result, flower bulbs are damaged and pushed 
out of the earth, and their roots are ripped. 
Hardy flower bulbs can be cultivated effectively 
in small garden containers when there is no 
hard freeze but enough cold weather. 

 
The following is a partial list of flower bulbs 

that do well in container gardens. They will 
assist you with the design of your container 
garden. 

 
Achimenes are trailing plants that prefer 

warmth and have neat leaves and tubular 
flowers in blue, lavender, scarlet, and white. 
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They are related to gloxinias and African violets 
and look great in hanging baskets and window 
boxes, as well as in garden pots on tables, 
shelves, or wall brackets. Start the little tubers 
indoors and place them in a shaded position 
away from direct sunlight and wind. 
Achimenes, an ancient staple in the South, 
deserves to be planted more frequently. 

 
Agapanthus, also known as Blue Lily of the 

Nile, is a fleshy-rooted evergreen plant with 
strap leaves that is commonly cultivated in tubs 
and urns on terraces and steps throughout the 
summer, when the tall blue spikes emerge. 
Plant culture is simple, but plants require a 
well-lit, frost-free room or greenhouse in the 
winter. This is an old favorite that may be seen 
in many European gardens. It's an excellent 
choice for container gardening. 

 
The Calla Lily is showy and grows well 

outside in warmer climates, but it is a delicate 
pot plant in the north. The white one with 
huge, lustrous, heart-shaped leaves is the most 
well-known. Start bulbs indoors in February or 
March in rich soil, then transfer to large 
gardening pots and move outside when the 
weather settles. Calla lilies thrive in full sun or 
partial shade, are strong feeders, and require a 
lot of water. A tiny yellow one with white-
spotted leaves is also available. After the foliage 
has ripened, let your flower bulbs to rest and 
grow anew. 
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Dahlias are colorful and free-flowering 
plants that provide a lot of cut flowers. Tall, 
huge-flowering varieties can only be cultivated 
in large planters and boxes, but dwarfs, which 
flower more freely, are ideal for small garden 
containers. They grow easily from tubers in 
normal soil in sun or part shade, reaching 
heights of one to two feet. They can also be 
grown from seed that was sowed inside in 
February. Tubers can be grown for years if 
preserved in peat or sand in a cool, frost-free 
location. During the winter, inspect the bulbs 
and, if they are shriveling, softly spray them. 

 
Gladiolus, a summer flowering plant, with 

spear-like leaves and several colored spikes. 
After the risk of frost has gone, corms can be 
planted in garden containers outside. Set them 
apart six inches and four to six inches deep. 
The ideal method to use them in container 
gardening is to plant a few every two to three 
weeks, giving your container garden a 
succession of blooms. Before the flowers open, 
stake the stalks. Lift corms, trim off foliage, 
then dust with DDT after the leaves turn brown 
or there is a frost to control the tiny sucking 
thrips. Corms should be stored in a dry place at 
45 to 55 degrees F after dusting. 

 
Gloxinias, another sensitive Summer 

flowering plant with huge, tubular red, pink, 
lavender, purple, or white blossoms and broad 
velvety rosettes of leaves. Start tubers indoors 
and don't move them outside until the weather 
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warms up. Plants should be placed in a covered 
area because their leaves are easily broken or 
hurt by wind or rain. The low broad eaves of 
modern dwellings, with limited sun, provide an 
ideal environment for rows of pots or window 
boxes packed with colourful gloxinias. 

 
You now have some fantastic design ideas 

for your container garden. It is now time to 
begin planting your flower bulbs. 
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How To Create Classy Container 

Gardens With Roses 
 
Roses are among the most spectacular and 

rewarding choices for a container because of 
their combination of color, fragrance and 
season-long blooms. Roses are also easier to 
grow than ever before thanks to developments 
in hybridization. The All-America Rose 
Selections (AARS) rose logo serves as a "stamp 
of approval," indicating that the rose has 
passed the world's most demanding plant trial: 
two years of testing in 23 gardens across the 
country, representing all climate zones. AARS 
roses have been demonstrated to be the best by 
meeting 15 criteria, including aroma, ease of 
maintenance, and disease resistance. 

 
Tom Carruth, director of research at Weeks 

Roses and hybridizer of eight AARS Winners in 
the last nine years, offers the following advice 
on how to create the ideal container rose 
garden: 

 
Choose the appropriate container. The most 

critical aspect is size. Make sure the pot isn't 
too small, and if in question, go for the bigger 
size to give the roots more room to expand over 
time. To avoid root rot, make sure all pots have 
at least one drainage hole. Instead of using 
saucers under the pot, use pot "feet" to lift the 
pot off any surface and ensure proper drainage. 
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Take advantage of the nice dirt. A well-
drained soil is ideal for roses. Commercial soil 
mixes work well, although they can quickly dry 
out. To assist stabilize the mix and extend the 
moisture retention, add some soil from your 
garden. Potted plants require more water, 
organic matter, and fertilizer than plants that 
are grown in the ground. 

 
Choose the ideal location. Remember that 

roses prefer direct sunlight and excellent air 
movement. Pots have the advantage of being 
mobile, so you can move them about to find the 
perfect spot. 

 
Consider the vertical. In the center of the 

container, place a rose shrub and surround it 
with "filler" and "spiller" plants at the base. The 
rose plant attracts the attention upwards and 
gives height to the area, while the fillers and 
spillers hide the container's base and highlight 
it. 

 
Plants should be strategically placed. Choose 

plants that demand the same amount of 
sunlight and water as roses. Fillers with 
shallow roots work best because they don't 
compete with the deeper rose roots. Consider 
using annuals like sweet alyssum or lobelia, or 
smaller creeping herbs like thyme or 
ornamental oregano. 

 
Don't forget about the plants. To produce a 

more intense, three-dimensional image, mix 
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bright plants with those in varied hues of 
green. Smaller variegated ivy hybrids look 
fantastic and will eventually flow over the sides 
of the container. 

 
Consider the concept of "pot-scaping." To 

achieve a complimentary and leveled aesthetic, 
choose pots of various sizes and shapes that are 
created from comparable materials or have 
similar colors. Pot feet can also be used to 
make levels with similar-sized pots. 

 
Experts recommend starting with AARS 

award-winning roses, such as Julia Child, 
Rainbow Sorbet, Tahitian Sunset, and Wild 
Blue Yonder, all of which are appropriate for 
container gardens, for the greatest results. 

 
These and other AARS Winners can be 

found in mail-order nursery catalogs, as well as 
local nurseries and garden centers across the 
country. 
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Geraniums Galore - A Container 

Garden Delight 
 
Geraniums show off their crimson and 

scarlet, rose, pink, and white blossoms with a 
zeal that few other plants can match. They are 
valued and cherished plants in boxes on city 
fire escapes and rooftops, window boxes on 
suburban and country houses, tubs and pots on 
terraces and patios, and hanging baskets on 
porches of summer cottages. 

 
It requires sunlight to blossom; it tolerates 

shade and is typically grown as a foliage plant. 
What it dislikes is excessive wetness and a 
high-calorie diet. If the soil is kept overly 
damp, the leaves become yellow; given a heavy 
soil that is high in nitrogen, plants focus on 
foliage and blossom sparsely. 

 
You may have a varied potted garden with 

single and double zonal, fancy-leaved or 
variegated, scented-leaved, ivy, and Lady or 
Martha Washington geraniums (also known as 
show or fancy geraniums), not to mention a few 
curiosities of cactus and climbing varieties. 

 
The black circular patterns on the rounded 

green leaves distinguish the zonal geranium. 
Double varieties predominate in the commerce 
and are sold by florists in the spring for 
planting in gardens and window boxes. 

 



24 
 

Variegated geraniums, with their brightly 
colored leaves, are appealing even when not in 
bloom. Pots of variegated plants offer color and 
pattern to a bed of green-leaved geraniums and 
other foliage plants. 

 
When cultivated in appropriate conditions, 

the trailing, ivy-leaved geraniums are among 
the most profusely flowering. They dislike 
shade and excessive humidity and do best in 
locations with warm days and mild nights, such 
as those found in California. 

 
Lady Washington's, considered the most 

beautiful of geraniums, are difficult to grow. 
They, like the ivy-leaved, prefer cool nights and 
warm, sunny days, preferring wind protection 
and all-day sun. 

 
If you like geraniums, you might want to add 

some cactus and climbing geraniums to your 
pot plant collection. They will present you with 
unusual and unique forms and flowers that are 
sure to pique your interest. 

 
Geraniums thrive in pots, boxes, and 

planters and look great in them. They flourish 
in a variety of soil combinations with adequate 
drainage. However, for large flowering, provide 
a particular preparation that is not heavy in 
nitrogen, or luxuriant foliage and few blossoms 
will result. I've had good results with decent 
garden soil and a sprinkling of 5-10-5 fertilizer 



25 
 

and bone meal. Plants respond to a liquid low-
nitrogen fertilizer during the growing season. 

 
When potting, use enough of drainage 

material to let water to flow freely. As with any 
plant, water with caution, as too much or too 
little can be hazardous. The best rule of thumb 
is to water when the soil's surface feels dry. 
Then thoroughly wet the soil and do not water 
again until the plants want it. If the soil is kept 
too wet, the leaves will turn yellow; if it is kept 
too dry, the foliage will wilt and discolor. 

 
Turn containers on a regular basis to ensure 

even plant development. Remove yellow leaves 
and faded blooms, which are particularly 
distracting on plants near doorways or in other 
high-traffic areas. If rain rots and disfigures the 
heads' central florets, pluck them off with your 
fingertips, leaving the unblemished outer 
florets and buds. 

 
Take two- to four-inch cuttings in August or 

early September if you want plants for next 
spring. Look for mature stems (with close-
spaced leaves) that break easily, similar to a 
snap bean. Woody growth is difficult to root, 
and succulent tips decay. Before planting, lay 
cuttings in a shady area for several hours to 
allow the leaves to lose extra moisture. 

 
When you're ready to plant, remove the 

bottom leaves, leaving only two or three for 
each cutting. Remove the small wings on the 
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stem as well, as they are prone to rot. Dip the 
stem ends in hydrated lime to prevent rot, then 
place them halfway in a flat or large pot of pure 
sand or a sand-peat moss mixture. Rooting 
powders are rarely required with geraniums. 
When cuttings have inch-long roots, they are 
ready to be spaced out in another flat or 
planted separately in 212-inch pots. Fill with a 
three-part sandy loam/one-part peat moss/leaf 
mold mixture. After planting, stay in the shade 
for the first few days before bringing inside 
before the winter season arrives. 

 
When the divided cuttings have developed 

robust root systems, transplant them into 3- or 
4-inch pots. Use the same potting mixture as 
before, but this time add bone meal. Later, as 
established plants begin to grow, feed them on 
a regular basis with a high phosphorus 
fertilizer, such as 5-10-5 or 4-12-8. 

 
Pinch plants when they are three to four 

inches tall to maintain them bushy and 
stimulate branching. Provide bright windows 
and move pots frequently to prevent 
unbalanced growth. Water on a regular basis, 
but allow the soil to dry out slightly between 
treatments. 

 
Plants can be wintered in chilly, low-light 

cellars. Only keep in mind that the less light 
there is, the cooler the temperatures should be. 
This is due to lanky growth caused by too much 
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warmth and insufficient light, which 
compromises a healthy plant. 

 
Winter geraniums can be hung upside down 

from the ceiling in cellars or sheds when 
temperatures are above freezing. Set out in 
pots or in the garden in warm weather, the 
dead-looking sticks will astonish you when they 
blossom into lovely floral plants. 
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How To Grow Fresh Herbs In Your 

Container Garden 
 
Use fresh herbs in any dish that calls for 

them. It is simple to prepare the herbs for your 
recipe. Mint, parsley, basil, and cilantro are 
among the more sensitive herbs that can be 
gathered in a bowl and trimmed with scissors. 
This is the quickest and safest method for 
chopping herbs. If your recipe asks for tougher 
herbs like oregano, rosemary, or thyme, utilize 
the stripping procedure. Hold a branch of the 
herb upright in your fingers and move your 
other hand's fingers down the stalk, removing 
the tiny leaves. Because they will be the 
freshest herbs available, herbs harvested from 
your herb gardens or container plants will have 
a more strong flavor. 

 
Planting and growing your own herbs is the 

greatest way to get fresh herbs. There is no 
longer a defined "herb garden." They can be 
found in flower gardens, along walkways, and 
in porch pots. Many aspirant gardeners are 
experimenting with innovative ways to 
incorporate herbs into their garden beds and 
container gardens. 

 
Many gardeners are ignorant of the beauty 

of flowering herbs and seldom think to plant 
them in their flower beds. Purple coneflower, 
catmint, bee balm, yarrow, pinks, lavender, pot 
marigold, borage, feverfew, and nasturtium, 
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which is especially nice in fresh salads, are 
other herbs with exquisite blossoms. Because 
of their beautiful foliage, many other herbs, 
such as parsley, look great next to flowers of all 
kinds. Plant purple basil around red or blue 
flowers for an artistic combination. 

 
Another thing to think about is using plants 

as ground cover. Low-growing oregano, 
chamomile, woolly and other creeping thyme, 
mint, and rosemary are all ideal for this. It will 
not only be visually appealing, but it will also 
be extremely fragrant. Just be wary of the mint 
family, since they have a tendency to take over 
everything. 

 
Growing herbs in containers is one of the 

most effective methods I've found. In fact, I 
enjoy container gardening so much that I 
developed my eBook "Container Gardening 
Secrets" (available at 
ContainerGardeningSecrets.com) to teach 
others how to do it. The beauty of a container 
garden is that it is portable and can be changed 
on the spur of the moment. When you run out 
of space in your garden, establish a container 
garden that you can set on your porch or patio. 
Fill in bare places that appear during the 
gardening season with them, or place them on 
a sunny window sill in your home for easy 
harvesting. Best of all, you can bring your herb 
containers inside during the winter months 
and continue to harvest for months, adding 
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flavor to your meals or using them for 
therapeutic purposes. 

 
Planting invasive herbs like as mint in a pot 

and then planting the container and everything 
into the ground is another option to use pots in 
your garden. This is a simple method for 
preventing "creepers" from taking over your 
garden beds. 

 
Plant a container garden by your front door 

with the cherry pie-scented blue flower 
heliotrope and other aromatic herbs like 
rosemary, thyme, and basil. Every time you 
walk by, you will be greeted by their delectable 
aroma. 

 
Some plants that have flourished on rocky 

hillsides for ages, such as thyme, oregano, and 
lavender, are ideal for cracks in flagstone 
walkways or walls, as well as rock gardens. 
They thrive in hot, dry climates with adequate 
drainage. Some people claim that herbs grown 
in these conditions have a far greater flavor. 

 
Plant your herbs now, whether in a garden 

bed, a cracked wall, or a container garden. 
Make use of your creativity. When planting 
your gardens, keep color, height, and texture in 
mind. It will not only be physically appealing, 
but it will also improve your cooking! 
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Secrets to Growing Tomatoes in 

Containers 
 
If you enjoy home gardening and would like 

to grow tomatoes, don't worry! Because 
tomatoes can be grown anywhere there is 
sunlight. Growing tomatoes in containers is a 
practice that is not confined to those who have 
limited gardening space. Even when there is 
open room in the backyard, many home 
gardeners grow their vegetables in pots. 
Container gardening has numerous benefits, 
but we grow tomatoes in containers primarily 
for ease, control, and flexibility. 

 
Growing tomatoes in pots is similar to 

growing tomatoes in the ground. As with 
planting in the ground, it's better to carefully 
raise baby tomato plants indoors until they're 
robust enough to transfer. Transplanting in 
containers is similar to planting in the ground; 
bury as much of the plant stem as possible. 
This encourages root production along the 
submerged area of the stem, providing the 
plant with great base foundations, which is 
beneficial regardless of where the tomato is 
grown. 

 
It is feasible to manage the exact state of 

your growing media while growing veggies in 
containers. Once you've discovered the secret 
recipe for all of your previous garden success, 
you may employ it again and again for future 
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success. You can go entirely soiless, completely 
organic, or a combination of the two. This 
important advantage is provided by growing 
tomatoes in containers. The most basic recipe 
for a decent container soil mixture for growing 
veggies is 40% compost, 40% peat moss, and 
20% perlite. 

 
Although growing tomatoes in containers 

saves you from having to deal with garden dirt, 
container crops demand more attention in 
terms of watering and fertilizing. Tomato 
plants in containers, unlike traditional garden 
tomatoes, have limited root coverage and their 
growth is restricted by the amount of water and 
nutrients in the container. In the heat of 
summer, container vegetable plants may need 
to be watered daily, and occasionally twice a 
day, to keep them from wilting. Of course, this 
is dependent on the size of your growing 
container (larger is usually better) and whether 
or not you mulch. Tomatoes are quite thirsty 
plants, therefore the better you can meet their 
watering requirements, the better the results 
you will be rewarded with at harvest. 

 
Of course, you may avoid all of the 

drawbacks of container gardening by putting 
automated drip irrigators in your containers. 
Despite the fact that it appears hard, the setup 
is not expensive and is actually extremely 
simple to install. Set up an automated drip 
watering system for somewhere between $50 
and $100, and you'll save yourself a lot of 
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trouble later. Depending on how many 
containers you have, this could be a worthwhile 
investment with significant long-term benefits. 

 
Mulching containers may appear to be an 

unnecessary effort associated with traditional 
gardening, but it's an excellent technique to 
reduce water loss and keep weeds at bay (if 
you're using compost or garden soil). Pine bark 
mulch, as well as black plastic mulching, will 
work well. Mulching also helps to keep your 
tomato plants looking nice and orderly. 

 
When your plants' first blossoms appear, 

don't be hesitant to use more fertilizer. Twice 
the typical level of usage will enough. Increased 
fertilization during the first flower formation 
phase will jumpstart fruit production and 
result in higher yields. However, no matter 
what fertilization rate you employ, try to keep it 
consistent. 

 
Remember to select your tomato fruits as 

soon as they're ready. It's not a good idea to 
keep tomatoes on the vines for too long and 
picking off a tomato encourages the growth of a 
new fruit. 

 
Growing tomatoes in pots is a versatile and 

productive gardening technique. Because 
tomatoes are often hardy plants, don't be afraid 
to be creative with your container gardens. 
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How to Water Your Container Garden 

Plants 
 
The importance of adequate watering for 

your container garden plants cannot be 
overstated. Because container gardens are 
exposed to the elements such as wind and light, 
they dry up faster than plants in the ground. 
When it comes to watering your container 
garden plants, there are no hard and fast rules. 
You must learn about the requirements of 
diverse garden plants. The best advice is to 
check them on a daily basis and water the plant 
when the soil surface appears to be dry. Feeling 
the soil can also help you figure just how much 
water your container garden requires. If you 
are unsure, you can take the easy route and get 
a water meter. 

 
The amount and timing of watering will be 

determined by the type of plant and soil, the 
type and size of container, and the amount of 
sun and wind exposure. Climate and weather 
play a role as well. Most plants in your 
container garden require daily watering during 
hot spells, with the exception of those in small 
clay pots, which may require it twice. Some 
plants, such as fuchsias and tuberous begonias, 
wilt when they get too dry, but geraniums and 
succulents are more forgiving. Allowing the soil 
to dry out a little between waterings, on the 
other hand, is beneficial. This keeps the soil's 
nutrients from being depleted. 
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Because unglazed containers dry out the 

fastest, keep an eye on them. Metal dries the 
slowest of all, followed by wooden tubs, 
window boxes, and planters. Single specimens 
stay moist longer than groups of plants in huge 
containers. Having close-together clusters of 
plants is a smart way to minimize excessive 
dryness. This allows the container plants to 
shade one another, keeping the container cool 
and preventing moisture loss. 

 
Watering the plants can be done in a variety 

of ways. If your container garden has a lot of 
containers, use a hose to let water to flow 
through slowly and softly. Small pots can be 
watered with a watering can with a long spout 
or one of the self-watering containers that are 
now available. Set up a sprinkler or hose with a 
fine spray nearby when plants are close 
together in a container garden, and let it run 
for a long time until the soil is drenched. An 
automatic sprinkler system is required in many 
regions with dry climates to keep your entire 
garden irrigated. When it comes to geraniums 
and petunias, keep in mind that sprinklers that 
spot blossoms should be avoided. 

 
One thing is certain: your container garden 

plants cannot rely on rain to stay hydrated. 
Even large rains deposit a surprisingly small 
quantity of moisture, so you'll have to water 
your plants yourself unless the rains are regular 
and long. Remember that even if it rains all 
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day, window boxes and other containers near 
houses or under trees might keep dry. 

 
While it is critical to provide enough water 

to your container garden, it is also critical to 
avoid overwatering, which can lead to root rot. 
Overwatering also limits aeration of the soil, 
which can lead to the plant drowning. 

 
Set your container garden in a basin or 

bucket of water for several hours, or until the 
surface of the soil feels damp, providing the 
containers are not too huge (this is the theory 
behind self watering containers). Alternatively, 
submerge the pot in a tub or large barrel of 
water and leave it there until the bubbling 
ceases. 

 
When watering your container garden, the 

best general rule is to saturate the soil well and 
then let it dry for a few minutes before watering 
it again. Keep a little spiral notebook on hand 
and paste the care instructions for each plant 
into it. This way, you'll always know what each 
plant requires. 

 
If you'll be gone for a long time over the 

summer, think about the container garden 
before committing to it as a project. On the 
other hand, if you are just gone for a short 
time, you can enjoy both vacations and plants. 
Entrusting your container garden to a 
responsible friend is the best safeguard. Take 
the container garden with you as a small piece 
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of home if you're going away for a holiday at 
your second home or one you've rented. 

 
There are several techniques that can be 

used. One option is to place smaller containers 
in well-soaked peat moss, sawdust, or soil 
boxes. Then there's the pot-in-pot approach, 
which involves placing little pots inside larger 
ones and filling the gaps with moist peat moss. 

 
Self-watering containers are available for 

purchase in many garden centers, as previously 
mentioned. When you're traveling or on 
vacation, these are great for your container 
garden. 
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Ideas On How To Use Container 

Gardening To Decorate Your House 

And Garden 
 
Almost every house and yard has a variety of 

interesting locations for container plants. This 
sort of gardening can beautify suburban 
gardens, estates, modest city backyards, and 
vacation cottages. Entranceways, steps, 
courtyards, walls, rooftops, balconies, patios, 
breezeways, lawns, roads, walks, sundecks, 
windowsills, porches, summer cottages, and 
even tree stumps are among the almost 
limitless possibilities. 

 
Let us begin with the entrance, which is the 

center point of every home. A straightforward 
layout comprises of comparable container 
plants on either side of the entryway. If the 
building is informal, painted tubs will add a 
bright touch, whereas urns or ornamental pots 
are more suited if it is formal. However, the 
arrangement does not have to be symmetrical, 
since a single container on either side, 
especially if the doorway is off-center, is 
appealing. A huge specimen can be balanced by 
a collection of little pots, and there are 
numerous more intriguing combinations that 
can be devised. The front entranceway can 
sometimes be used as an outdoor space for 
house plants, but make sure they are not 
exposed to direct sunlight or wind. 



39 
 

Unexpected spaces, such as side and back 
entrances, can also be used as backgrounds for 
pot plants in casual groupings. Consider tubs of 
petunias or dwarf dahlias for sunny steps, or 
boxes of herbs for cooking. Tuberous begonias, 
fuchsias, patient Lucy, and fragrant nicotiana 
provide answers to the question of what to 
grow in shade. 

 
Porches and verandas, whether conventional 

or contemporary in design, provide a variety of 
locations for pots, window boxes, and hanging 
baskets. Indeed, the entire container garden 
can be focused there, making it easier to care 
for the plants. If the porch is open on three 
sides, it will provide exposures for a wide range 
of species. 

 
A patio or terrace next to or beyond the 

house, where family and guests can eat or rest, 
is a perfect setting. If you want something more 
formal, choose cut evergreens and position 
pots in symmetrical rows, possibly against the 
house or along the edge of the terrace. Make 
casual groups of one or two tall plants with 
smaller ones in front if the environment is 
informal. Allow for a couple large plants in tubs 
or boxes for accent and height in either case. 

 
Container plants can be used to line walks 

and paths leading to the house, garage, or 
garden. They can rest on cemented places next 
to fences and walls, as well as on driveways 
where they are not in the way. Plant pots may 
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be placed in the driveway if it is adjacent to the 
house's foundation. 

 
Tops of garden or patio walls are also 

excellent locations. Small pots and boxes 
should be placed on tall, narrow walls, whereas 
large containers should be placed on low, broad 
surfaces. Hanging plants of ivy geraniums in 
the sun and fuchsias in the shade will cascade 
from walls, as they do in Spanish, Portuguese, 
and Italian patios. On Rhodes, there was a 
fifteen-foot wall above which was a row of 
thirty gleaming green tin cans filled with roses 
and other flowers. 

 
Consider what you can do with rooftops and 

sundecks, where there is usually plenty of 
space. Sun-loving plants such as geraniums, 
most annuals, cactus, and succulents can be 
grown here, but incorporate tall specimens for 
height to create a garden sense. A few large 
boxes and pots for trees and shrubs are 
adequate but include some evergreens for year-
round green. 

 
Many gardeners enjoy incorporating 

container plants into flower beds to introduce 
exotic specimens, such as tropicals in the 
North. Large tubs can be placed in the corners, 
and tiny pots can be placed among the 
perennial flowering plants. One gardener has 
potted pink Fiat Enchantress geraniums on 
standby to fill bare patches in her large 
borders, moving them around as needed. The 
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majority of the geraniums are in four-inch clay 
pots, although larger specimens can be seen in 
the center of each grouping. Make sure the pots 
are secure by sinking them a few inches into 
the earth. 

 
You can always dress up the lamp post in 

your yard with container plants at the base or 
hang a lantana hanging basket from the top. 
For the base, use ivy geraniums in an old-
fashioned black kettle. Bare columns that 
support sectional roofs over patios or paved 
surfaces of modern houses look more appealing 
when potted plants are gathered around the 
bases or permanent plant boxes are put there. 
Plant climbing ivy in a container and train it to 
climb the posts. 

 
Novelty planters, such as donkey carts, 

wheelbarrows, and spinning wheels, can be 
enjoyable in some areas, but they should not be 
overdone. They are typically placed on lawns, 
on terraces, or beside to a gate or doorway. (If 
you live in an area with a homeowners 
association, first check with them to determine 
if this is permitted.) Pot plants can be used to 
highlight steps leading to a driveway or 
roadway, or to different levels in a garden. A 
few can be placed at the top or bottom of the 
stairs. There are many more options. Tree 
trunks that have been chopped to the ground or 
left a few feet high make excellent pedestals for 
huge containers. Indeed, this could be a 
solution to the problem of what to do with a 
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trunk that is too expensive to remove. If you 
have a tree that provides a lot of shade, build a 
nice sitting area around it and fill it with pots of 
coleus, wax and other begonias, caladiums, 
ferns, and other shade-tolerant plants. 

 
These are just a few options for 

incorporating container plants into your home 
and garden. Have fun and use your creativity. 
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Creative Tips for Container Gardening 
 
Container gardening allows you to simply 

change up your color palette, and each plant 
can be changed once it has finished flowering. 
Whether you choose to harmonize or contrast 
your colors, make sure each plant has a 
different height. Consider the form and texture 
of the leaves as well. Low-growing, wide-leafed 
plants will benefit from tall strap-like leaves as 
a vertical backdrop. Choose plants with a long 
flowering season or have others of a different 
variety ready to take their place as they fade. 

 
Experiment with different types of 

containers. You might utilize an ancient 
porcelain bowl or copper urn, or you could 
construct something completely modern out of 
wood or tiles. Terracotta pots, if you opt to buy 
your containers ready-made, look great but 
absorb a lot of water. If you don't want your 
plants to dry out, use a special sealer available 
at hardware stores to coat the inside of these 
pots. 

 
Water-based paints can also be used to 

decorate the outside of cheaper plastic pots. 
Don't forget to get matching saucers to catch 
the drips when buying pots. This will prevent 
discolored cement floors and rotting wood 
flooring. 
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In your containers, always use a high-quality 
potting mix. This will ensure that your plants 
operate to their full potential. 

 
A lovely pot plant on each of the steps going 

up to your front door will delight your visitors. 
Plants or flowers in pots help to create a warm 
and inviting ambiance indoors. 

 
Decide where you want your pots to go 

ahead of time, and then buy plants that fit the 
space. It is pointless to purchase sun lovers for 
a dark location since they will not thrive. 
Because some plants have extremely big roots, 
they should be kept in the open garden. 

 
If you have a lot of space at your front door, 

a group of potted plants off to one side will look 
better than two comparable plants on either 
side. They will appear dull unless they are 
stunning. Odd numbers of pots should be 
grouped together rather than even numbers, 
and height and kind should be varied. Add 
huge boulders that are similar in appearance 
but somewhat different in size to bind the 
group together. Three or five pots of the same 
style and color, but of varying sizes, can also be 
effective. 

 
You'll soon have a container garden that will 

be the envy of friends and strangers alike if you 
have a creative imagination and a little 
determination. 



45 
 

Closing Up Your Container Garden 
 
All good things eventually come to an end 

and so summer is waning, even as autumn 
gives most of us a fresh start. I'll bet your 
summer container plantings aren't really 
benefiting, though, from the "back to school-oh 
I love a clean notebook" boost and aren't dying 
as gracefully as summer itself is. You're going 
to have to help them through this!  

 
Saving Summer 
 
I understand if you just can't bear the 

thought of waving good-bye to your wave 
petunias just yet. That's okay - you can bring 
some of your tropical annuals indoors for the 
winter, to ease the pain of parting with them.  

 
If you have the space, a sunny window and 

enough moisture, you can save palms, ferns 
and other tropicals. Likely though, you'll have 
more success with taking cuttings and helping 
your plants clone themselves. (It's kind of like 
Day of the Triffids without the evil.)  

 
Pick a healthy plant with no nasty bugs or 

blights. With a sharp knife, cut off non-
flowering stems 3-4 inches (8-11 cm) long, and 
strip the leaves off the lower two-thirds of the 
stem. Dip the cut edges in rooting hormone, 
available at your local nursery, and stick them 
in dampened sand or peat moss, or a glass of 
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tap water. Place the pot, tray or glass in a sunny 
spot and wait 3-4 weeks. If the cuttings are in 
sand or peat, don't forget to water to keep them 
damp throughout that time.  

 
When the roots are at least 1 inch (2.5 cm) 

long, you can plant them in potting soil in 
attractive containers and winter them on a 
sunny windowsill or table. This method works 
well with annuals such as geraniums 
(pelargonium), coleus, and some ivies. You can 
also try propagating impatiens this way.  

 
Cleaning Up 
 
Now that you've rescued what you can, get 

ruthless and empty all of your other outdoor 
containers. If you have a compost heap, chop 
up the remains and toss them there. Soil too! 
This is particularly important if you've been 
using terracotta or ceramic containers, as the 
moisture in the soil will expand when it freezes 
and you'll end up with cracked pots. (If there 
are any crackpots around my house, I want 
them to be of the human variety!)  

 
Next, wash out the empty containers to 

remove any disease and fungal spores. If your 
terracotta pots have a white build-up from 
water, potting soil and fertilizer chemicals, 
soak them for 24 hours in white vinegar and 
water with some baking soda added. Then 
scrub them with a stiff brush in warm soapy 
water. Rinse thoroughly.  
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Air or sun dry the containers and then stack 

them with layers of newspaper between each. If 
you have a spot to store them where they won't 
freeze over the winter months, all the better. If 
not, as long as you've made certain the pots are 
dry and well layered with paper, they should be 
fine until the spring.  
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